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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION TREASURER'S REPORT December 31,2014 
General Breeding Scholarship Endowment 
CHECKING Funds Bird Atlas Fund Fund Total 
Jan. 1, 2014 Balance - Checking 15,242.60 1,158.51 829.61 0.00 I 17,230.72 1 
RECEIPTS 
Memberships 3,370.00 3,370.00 
Subscriptions 570.00 570.00 
Joint IOU/NOU Spring Meet -Fontenelle 1,781 .14 1,781 .14 
Fall Meet 1,340.00 1,340.00 
Interest from Endow CD 268.35 268.35 
Spring Silent Auction 134.00 134.00 
Donations 185.00 225.00 410.00 
Sub-total Receipts 7,648.49 0.00 225.00 0.00 7,873.49 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Joint IOU/NOU Spring Meet -Fontenelle 117.48 117.48 
Fall Meet 1,317.79 1,317.79 
Libility Insurance 350.00 350.00 
Hostek Website 99.95 99 .95 
NBR-Jun-Dec2013,Mar -Jun2014 3,682.19 3,682.19 
Newsletter - Printing-6 issues 178.00 178.00 
Postage-newsletter 198.59 198.59 
Sub-total Disbursements 5,944.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,944.00 
December 31 , 2014 Balance-Checking 16,947.09 1,158.51 1,054.61 0.00 1 19,160.21 1 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
Jan. 1, 2014 Balance - CDs 5,000.02 35,875.60 1 40,875.62 1 
Interest Earned 7.48 10707 
Interest to Checking (268.35) 
Dec. 31,2014 Balance - CDs 5,007.50 35,714.32 1 40,721.82 1 
Maturity 4/18/15 6/27/15 
CD Annual Rates 0.15% 0.35% 
Endowment Principal 5,000.00 35,652.00 
Grand Total 59,882031 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2014 to February 2015 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 
INTRODUCTION 
3 
As with last winter, this was a rather ordinary winter omithologically speaking, if 
indeed there is such a thing. There were a couple of genuine rarities to spice it up, 
but most of the interest was in unusual phenomena shown by a range of species. 
Ducks and swans and native sparrows seem to be more in evidence in mid-winter 
than in previous years, but it is difficult to relate winter occurrence to weather in any 
given year, except for isolated extreme events. There are, however, some trends 
showing up, as suggested by the ducks, swans, native sparrows and a few species 
like Yellow-rumped Warbler; these are discussed in the species accounts. 
Rarities were an adult Brown Pelican that wintered at the Sutherland "Hot Pool", 
a.k.a. Cooling Pond, for the state's first winter record, and a female Brambling in 
Lincoln County, Nebraska's third. 
Among the phenomena, evidence is accumulating for consideration of adding Mute 
Swan to the Official State List, and Tundra Swans are lingering well into winter 
rather than simply migrating through. Two American Black Ducks were westerly in 
Lincoln Co, there were single Dec reports of both yellow legs species, and gulls in 
general were much in evidence in Feb especially as lakes thawed allowing access to 
fish trapped in the ice. Wayne Mollhoffs fascinating work with Saw-Whet Owls 
continues, westerly Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers continue to show well, and Black-
billed Magpies are struggling. Mountain Chickadees continued their preferential 
attachment to Scotts Bluff Co, but hardly any Townsend's Solitaires showed up. 
Possibly unprecedented numbers of Yellow-rumped Warblers were around in Feb, a 
Baltimore Oriole survived into Jan, there was only one report of Red Crossbill, and 
spotty appearances of Evening Grosbeaks continued. All this and more in the 
species accounts below! 
As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general thoughts. 
After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually-based! 
Contact me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fem: female 
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FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
juv: juvenile 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NM: National Monument 
NNF: Nebraska National Forest 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
Res: Reservoir 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
RS: Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co 
SBNM: Scotts BluffNM, Scotts Bluff Co 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 
OBSERVERS 
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 
AF: Andrew Furman, Kearney 
AFu: Amanda Fuller, Cedar Bluffs 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
AP: Andrew Pierson, Kearney 
ARy: AI Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Amy Sheffield, Omaha 
A W: Anita Watkins, Venango 
B&KG: Bob & Kathi Gerten, Burwell 
BD: Ben Dudek, Boise, ID 
BF: Bob Feurer, North Bend 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BFi: Betsy Finch, Lincoln 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
BHG: Bob Hersh-Geer, Dunning 
BN: Bob Nieman, Carlsbad, NM 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
CD: Curtis Dykstra, Wyoming, MI 
CL: Chuck Lesiak, Raymond 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CP: Cathy Prettyman, Blair 
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D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
OM: Dillon Molt, Albion 
DMK: Donna M. King, Albion 
DP: Don Poggensee, Ida Grove, IA 
DT: David True, Yankton, SD 
EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EH: Eric Hope, Sidney 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
HA: Henry Armknecht, Hays, KS 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
JB: Joel Bierman, Battle Creek 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
JCr: Jonathan Crews, Omaha 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JH: James Haver, Gothenburg 
JHo: Julie Holly, Dorchester 
11: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 
JW: Jerry Weigel, Lincoln 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KDi: Ken Divis, Omaha 
KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 
KH: Kirk Hansen, Raymond 
KPe: Kevin Peck, Gothenburg 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
KSh: Ken Shuster, Fremont 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MBe: Mark Bernt, North Platte 
MH: Matt Hansen, Fairbury 
MHo: Mike Holcomb, Broken Bow 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PMH: Peter M. Hill, Rushville 
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PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 
ScS: Scott Schmidt, Blair 
SH: Steve Hansen, Raymond 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SK: Stacey Kruger, Long Pine 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
StS: Scott Schroeder, Napavine, WA 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TF: Tessa Fiore, Bellevue 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TlW: T.1. Walker, Brady 
TZ: Teri Zambon, Rockport, TX 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
VK: Valerie Keenan, Alliance 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross SiIcock, Tabor, IA 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Vol. 83 NOJ 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Sightings are fewest early Jan through mid-Feb; up 
to 5 were wintering at CL (JR, LE); apparent spring arrivals there were 12 on 
26 Feb (JR). Elsewhere, 1-6 were reported during the same period in Hamilton 
(LR, RH), Franklin (LR, RH), and Lancaster (LE) Cos. Best count was 113 in 
Lancaster Co 23 Feb (LE). 
Snow Goose: The only significant number reported during the first half of Jan was 
28-34 blue morph birds at CL 2 (one white morph present on this date) and 11 
Jan (EB, JR). The last big groups in fall were the 22,444 reported on the HCR 
CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ) and 1700 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 28 
Dec (BD). Likely early arrivals were the 7000 flying down river at ICSP 22 
Jan, probably based at Squaw Creek NWR, Missouri, (LF, SQ), 700 in Buffalo 
Co the same day (TlW), and 250 at RS 23 Jan (RSt). Reports from the 
Superior area of 150 on 31 Jan and 400 on 7 Feb (DE) were likely birds from 
Lovewell Res in Kansas, where the wintering flock was known to forage into 
southern Nebraska (HA). 
Ross's Goose: The only mid-winter report was of one at CL 3 and 11 Jan (GR, JR), 
possibly the same bird that was there last Jan at the same time. The 1000 in 
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Sarpy Co 14 Feb (TF) was a good tally of migrants; high spring counts are 
2000-5600. 
Brant: A report by a knowledgeable observer of 13 with "thousands" of Canada 
Geese in Dodge Co 20 Feb (BF, fide KH), but not later the same day (D&JP), 
as well as 3 in the same place 23 Feb (SH, fide JGJ) will be referred to 
NOURC. All of the previous 14 documented reports involved single birds. 
Cackling Goose: Mid-winter (mid-Jan through early Feb) sightings are expected in 
the central and west, but are uncommon or rare in the east. The only over-
wintering reported in the east was at CL, where up to 10 were present through 
the period (BP, JR, m. ob.), and up to 22 were at Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge 
Co, 2-19 Jan (GR). As many as 8 may have wintered at L Yankton, Cedar Co, 
(DT, TG), but the 115 in Lancaster Co 3 Feb (LE) were likely early migrants. 
First big group for spring was the 2500 in Dawson Co 13 Feb (JH). 
Canada Goose: Best tally reported was the 20,000 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 
20 Feb (A W); at that date, many or most would be staging migrants. High 
spring counts are in the 100,000 range. 
Mute Swan: Adding to the growing case for adding this species to the state's 
Official List was the presence on 6 Feb at Crystal L, Blair, of a free-flying 
family group of 6, declining to 5 on 14 Feb (CP); the observer was aware of the 
possibility of Trumpeter Swans, but the orange bills of the 2 ads were clearly 
seen, as were the dark bills and "dirty" look of the juvs. An imm in western 
Douglas Co 12 Dec may have been the same bird that was there a month prior 
(JR). 
Trumpeter Swan: CL seems to have become a winter magnet for this species; mid-
winter counts there ranged from 30 to 55 (JR, m. ob.), apparently mostly ads 
(MW). Other wintering groups were at LO, a regular site, where up to 36 were 
reported on 27 Dec (SJD, m. ob.), and DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, where up 
to 19 were present 3-11 Jan (BP, GR). Elsewhere the usual single-digit 
numbers were reported statewide (m. ob.). 
Tundra Swan: This species generally departs by mid-Dec, but there are several 
records of over-wintering and several mid-winter records, often in mixed 
groups with the now-ubiquitous Trumpeters, and it is still less-than-annual. 
This winter, as many as 6 were reported at CL (JR, ARy, m. ob.), with at least 
one ad and one imm present continuously (JR). There were up to 7 at LO 26 
Dec-I Feb (SJD, MW, NA), 3 of which were the first LM eBC record (SJD), 
an ad there 26 Feb (SJD), and a probable late migrant during count week on the 
North Platte CBC 21 Dec (TJW). 
Wood Duck: Still rare in the west in midwinter, 1-2 in Scotts Bluff Co 14 Feb (KD, 
SMa) were a good find, while Pier Park, Grand Island, continues to be a winter 
magnet for Wood Ducks, with 20 there 9 Feb (SM). 
Gadwall: This species over-winters statewide from the Platte River Valley counties 
southward in small numbers, more so in recent winters; best counts were 16 at 
Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan, increasing to 27 on 13 Feb (KD), and 15 at the usually 
unfrozen Salt Creek, Lincoln, 6 Feb (LE). 
American Wigeon: This is a rare wintering bird, albeit sometimes in good numbers; 
most reports are from the North Platte River Valley. By far the best tally was 
the 45 at Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan (KD), increasing with arrival of migrants to 96 
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on 13 Feb (KD). The only mid-winter reports (10 Jan-5 Feb for this species) 
from the east were of 2 at HL 31 Jan (JW) and one at CL 2 Feb (EA). 
American Black Duck: The Fall Report mentioned a possible sighting at Bowley's 
Pond, North Platte, 15 Nov (NA); the sighting appears to indeed have been of 
this species, as 2 were on the same pond for the North Platte CBC 21 Dec 
(TJW). There are only 3 fall Panhandle records and now 4 additional westerly 
records. 
Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Blue-winged Teal: Two in Dodge Co 6 Dec (KSh, photo) were about the 8th-latest 
on record. Most leave by early Nov. 
Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this uncommon western fall migrant. 
Northern Shoveler: Generally rare in mid-winter, reports were from locations 
favored by other waterfowl this winter: CL hosted up to 15 (JR, m. ob.), Salt 
Creek, Lincoln, had one on 6 Feb (LE), and Scottsbluff SL had 10 on 23 Jan 
(KD). In addition, single date mid-winter reports were of 6 at L Yankton 
Cedar Co, 28 Jan (DT) and one at North Platte 31 Jan (BP). ' 
Northern Pintail: Reports of small numbers were widespread from the Platte River 
Valley southward, as expected (m. ob.). A hybrid with Mallard was near 
Sutherland Res 26 Dec (SJD). 
Green-winged Teal: Winter visitors are distributed much like Northern Pintail; best 
count was the 32 on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 6 Feb (LE). 
Canvasback: A few winter where water conditions allow; this winter "small 
numbers" wintered in Lancaster Co (LE, TG), one was at LO, a favored 
location, 15 and 22 Jan (SMa, RSt), one wintered at CL (ARy, m. ob.), one was 
at Burchard L SRA, Pawnee Co, 15 Jan (SQ), and one was at Scottsbluff SL 23 
Jan (KD). 
Redhead: As with Canvasback, a few were reported in mid-winter at the same 
locations: as many as 25 wintered at CL (JR, m. ob.), one was at LO 15 Jan 
(SM), 24 were at Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan (KD), and one was at PP 27 Jan (LE). 
First spring arrivals appear in early Feb; 45 were at CL 6 Feb (JR). 
Ring-necked Duck: This species occurs much like the previous two; mid-winter 
reports (17 Jan-3 Feb for this species) were of up to 50 at CL 8-26 Jan (MW, 
JR, SMa, m. ob.) and 29 at Scottsb1uffSL 23 Jan (KD). One was at LO 30 Jan 
(BP). Fifty had arrived at CL by 6 Feb (JR) and 115 were at Scottsbluff SL by 
15 Feb (KD). 
Greater Scaup: There were 6 reports, all but 2 of fall migrants at LO; last there was 
one 15 Jan (SM) possibly attempting to winter, and best counts were the 20 
there 26 Dec (MW) and the 72 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD). Elsewhere, 
one was on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH, TJW). Spring migrants were 
the 29 at LO 26 Feb (SJD). 
Lesser Scaup: Mid-winter occurrence timing is virtually the same as for Ring-
necked Duck; reports were from CL, where up to 5 wintered (RSt, m. ob.), 
Scottsbluff SL, where up to 7 wintered (KD), and PP, where a single bird 
wintered (LE). 
Surf Scoter: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; most depart by 
mid-Dec however. 
White-winged Scoter: The only report was of an imm at LO 6 Dec (MW, photo); 
most depart by mid-Dec. 
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Black Scoter: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; most depart by 
mid-Dec. 
Long-tailed Duck: None were reported of this rare statewide winter visitor; while 
most are seen in fall (although there was only one report for Fall 2014), this 
species is more apt to winter on LO than are the scoters. 
Bufflehead: The only mid-winter reports were from LO, the only regular wint.ering 
location, where up to 12 were present 15-30 Jan (BP, RSt, SM, AF): thIS IS the 
least likely of common diving ducks to overwinter in the state. The 500 at LO 
6 Dec (MW) and 310 there 27 Dec (SJD) were good counts; highs for fall are 
1200-1394. 
Common Goldeneye: There were numerous mid-winter reports, as expected. Best 
count for the period was the amazing 1875 spring arrivals at BOL 17 Feb (LE); 
previous spring high count was 200. 
Barrow's Goldeneye: Past reports of this species are from opposite ends of the 
state. reflecting different sources of breeding populations: Rocky Mountains 
and northern forests. An imm male was at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 10 Jan 
(JGJ). and a possible fern at CL 24 Jan was not well seen but had a half-yellow 
bill (EB). Interestingly, most of the few spring records are from the east, and 
most of the fall records are from the west. 
Hooded Merganser: As many as 10 wintered at CL (SMa, SQ, JR, m. ob.) for the 
third consecutive year; the only other mid-winter reports were of a male at PP 
30 Jan (LE) and a single at North Platte 31 Jan (BP). An oft-reported hybrid, 
Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye, was at BOL 10 Feb (NA). This is 
the II th Nebraska report of this hybrid, but possibly only 4 individuals may 
have been involved. 
Common Merganser: Reports were routine of this locally common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Small numbers can usually be detected amongst the large 
Common Merganser flocks that winter (Jan-early Feb for this species) at certain 
major reservoirs; the only reports this winter were of single birds at Sutherland 
Res 10 and 24 Jan (JGJ, TEL). Migrants arrive at LO by 26 Feb, with 12 
present (SJD). 
Ruddy Duck: This species is rare in mid-winter; the two reports this winter are only 
the 14th and 15th such records: singles at CL 24 Jan (SQ) and LO 30 Jan (BP). 
Northern Bobwhite: North of the Platte River Valley this species declines in 
numbers westward and is rare in the northern Panhandle; fair numbers were 
reported at a few locations in Custer Co during the winter, where the 5 reports 
totaled 22 birds (TH). 
Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon northeastern resident. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common northern and 
western resident. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 92 on a Lincoln Co loop 9 Dec was a good tally; 4 
flocks of 10, 12,20, and 50 (TJW). Highs are 117-174. 
Wild Turkey: This species is abundant in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln 
Co; single-location counts of 300 on IS Feb (LD) and 200 on 2 Jan (SMa) are 
"not unusual here in the canyon during winter" (LD). 
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Common Loon: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Last dates are in mid-Dec, except at LO, where wintering 
attempts occur most years; one was there through 30 Dec (MW, SJD), possibly 
the same bird that was below Keystone Dam 22 Jan (RSt). Also tardy was one 
at Sutherland Res 29 Dec (PR). 
Horned Grebe: Last reported was a straggler at LM 27 Dec (fide SJD); most depart 
by early Dec but at LM there are reports into early Jan. 
Red-necked Grebe: The only report was of one at LO 20-21 Dec (MW). This 
species has become a regular late fall visitor to LM and LO in recent years. 
Eared Grebe: The only report for the period was a tardy single at LO 6 Dec (MW); 
last dates are 17-19 Dec. 
Western Grebe: Most depart by Dec, except at LM, where a few linger into Jan 
most years; 30 were there 20 Dec (MW), and 39 were recorded on the LM CBC 
27 Dec (fide SJD). One on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW) provided 
the latest fall date on record away from LM and Sutherland Res. 
Clark's Grebe: One on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD) was at the only site at which 
the species has overwintered, usually along with numbers of Western Grebes. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Wintering is rare for this species, but perhaps 
unsurprising was the presence of up to 26 with the pelicans at Sutherland Res 
through the winter (SJD, m. ob.); only 3 were still there by 26 Feb (SJD). This 
is only the 2nd documented record of overwintering, although there are a few 
other mid-winter single-date records from Sutherland Res. Tardy were 7 on the 
Harlan Co CBC 16 Dec (JGJ). 
American White Pelican: As many as 24 wintered at the "hot pool" at Sutherland 
Res (SMa, m. ob.), although only 11 were still present by 15 Feb (TJW, AW) 
and 6 by 26 Feb (SJD). Spring arrival is generally by late Feb, but HCR 
welcomes the first migrants; 50 had arrived by 15 Feb (JGJ). 
Brown Pelican: A major surprise was the presence 26 Dec-26 Feb of an ad at the 
Sutherland Res cooling pond with wintering American White Pelicans (SJD, 
m.ob.). Not surprisingly, this is the first winter record for Nebraska; previous 
latest date of the 8 prior documented records was 23 Oct. Subspecies 
identification is tricky, but some observers identified the bird as of Atlantic 
origin (TJW, MW), the expected form of Great Plains stragglers. 
Great Blue Heron: Adding to the eclectic group of atypical wintering water-birds at 
Sutherland Res were the 15 Great Blues there 2 Jan (SMa). This species can 
occur anywhere in the state in mid-winter, but usually only singles are seen. 
Bald Eagle: HCR was the center for this species this winter; 316 were counted on a 
scan from the dam 30 Jan (PD), the highest winter tally on record by 32. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Northern Goshawk: A typical winter for this species saw 3 reports: one helped 
county listers by being seen in both Knox and Cedar Cos 1 Jan (DT, MB, TZ 
photo), one was in cedar canyons in Lincoln Co 3 Jan (TJW), and one was in 
Hall Co 15 Feb (SM). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare southeastern winter visitor. 
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Red-tailed Hawk: An interesting concentration of "Western" Red-tailed Hawks was 
noted in Washington and Burt Cos 6 Dee; most of the 48 Red-tails seen were ad 
western Bliteo jamaicensis calurus (1T). 
Ferruginous Hawk: The only easterly report was of one in Franklin Co 25 Jan (LR, 
RH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Golden Eagle: Ads are rare in the east; one was in Lancaster Co 30 Jan (LE), and 
another was in Otoe Co 5 Dec (SQ, LF, details). 
Virginia Rail: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD); this is 
a regular late fall and possibly wintering site. 
American Coot: The 3201 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD) was an excellent late 
Dec count. Wintering is regular there, as well as at Scottsbluff SL, where 144 
were present 23 Jan (KD), and, recently, at CL, where peak count was 300 on 
11 Jan (1R). Numbers at CL had declined to 20 by 24 Jan (SMa), followed by 
an influx of 150 on 6 Feb (JR). 
Sandhill Crane: Early dates for this species are 23-24 Jan, although such early 
arrivers often retreat southward when faced with bad weather conditions. This 
year, a single bird was standing on ice at North Platte SL 31 Jan (BP). Small 
groups began arriving at RS by 7 Feb (AP), "hundreds" were near Aida by 26 
Feb (AF), and 3000 were at Lewellen the same day (10J). Easterly was one in 
Lancaster Co 10 Feb (LE). 
Killdeer: The expected few birds were reported from favored North Platte River 
Valley sites, where wintering is essentially annual: one in Scotts Bluff Co 20 
Dec (KD), 3 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (SJD), one at Sutherland Res 1 Jan (SMa), 
and up to 3 in the North Platte area through the period (TJW). Earliest 
presumed arrival was one in Washington Co 13 Feb (ScS); early dates are lO-
II Feb away from known wintering areas. 
Greater Yellowlegs: The only report was of one at RS Co 17 Jan (AF); this is the 
latest of the 4 records for Jan, all from the Platte River Valley. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Two were at RS 7 Dec (StS), only the second record for Dec, the 
other in Dodge Co 13-14 Dec 2001 (D&JP). 
Wilson's Snipe: Wintering birds are found in the same North Platte River Valley 
places as Killdeer; 14 were on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), and up to 7 
wintered in the North Platte area (TJW). A bit more surprising was one on the 
Ames CBC 18 Dec (fide D&JP). 
Bonaparte's Gull: The only reports were of 25 at LO 6 Dec (MW) and 30 at HCR 
13 Dec (10J); last dates are 20-24 Dec. 
Franklin's Gull: There are almost 30 mid-winter records of this species, surprising 
in that it winters in South America. An alternate-plumaged ad was at BOL 28 
Jan (LE). 
Mew Gull: Only the 15th spring record and 34th overall was an ad at Alma SL 15 
Feb (101). 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant and 
uncommon winter visitor. 
California Gull: Reports from LM and Sutherland Res are expected. Up to 4 were 
at LM through 30 Dec (MW, fide SJD) and one was there 26 Feb (SJD); 2-3 
were at Sutherland Res 2 Jan (TJW) and 24 Feb (LR, RH). Reports from the 
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east are rare, with these only the 15th and 16th fall reports there: BOL hosted 
up to 3 from 10-14 Dec (LE, TEL) including a first CBC record for Seward-
Branched Oak L (fide JG), as well as an ad 17 Feb (NA), and an ad was at 
Twin Lakes WMA, Seward Co, 27 Jan (LE). 
Herring Gull: The 790 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ) was a new fall high 
tally; previous highs were 416-540. Somewhat surprisingly, the two highest 
counts on record are in mid-winter, 1000 and 1500 at LM. 
Thayer's Gull: A minimum of 9 individuals was reported from 5 locations: 2-3 ads 
were at LO through the period (MW, SJD, m. ob.) and imms were there 1 Feb 
(NA) and 26 Feb (SJD). An imm that appeared at GPD 28 Nov remained until 
7 Dec (DT, TZ), BOL hosted an imm 10-20 Feb (NA, m. ob.), and 1-2 imms 
were at HCR 13 Dec-30 Jan (JGJ, PD). As observers are scrutinizing gulls in 
more detail and camera quality is improving, gulls that are difficult to identify 
are becoming apparent. Some are best left as unidentifiable, such as the adult 
Thayer's/Kumlien's bird at GPD in late fall (MW, see Fall Report), another 
such intermediate at LO 10 Jan (JGJ), as well as an odd imm at SOL 21 Feb 
that resembled hybrids seen by the observer on the West Coast (NA). 
Iceland (Kumlien's) Gull: There were two reports: an imm at Sutherland Res 28 
Dec (EB) and an imm at HCR 9 Feb (KS photo). These are the 29th and 30th 
records for the state. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is primarily a regular migrant through 
Nebraska, but there are about 9 records for Jan that could be considered 
wintering, including these this winter: an ad at LO 22 Jan-15 Feb (RSt, m. ob.) 
was likely a lingerer from the group of 3 there 20 Dec (MW), and a first year 
was at HCR 30 Jan (PD). Likely fall migrants were an ad at BOL 3 Dec, first 
seen there 22 Nov (LE), and up to 4 at HCR 13-16 Dec (JGJ). Likely spring 
migrants were an ad at BOL 3-16 Feb (LE, m. ob.), one at HCR 8 Feb (LR, 
RH), 4 at LO 26-27 Feb (SJD, JGJ, BP), and one in Lincoln Co 26 Feb (SJD) .. 
Overall for the period the tally appears to be an impressive 17 individuals. 
Glaucous Gull: A minimum of 12 birds was reported statewide (m. ob.); this is 
better than the usual tally for this winter visitor. Best count was the 3 juvs at 
LO 26 Feb (SJD). 
Great Black-backed Gull: Two were reported, both first cycle birds: one at BOL 
12-17 Feb (NA, m. ob.) and the other at LO 26-27 Feb (SJD, JGJ, BP). There 
are now about 30 records of this species for the state; sightings have increased 
in recent years. 
Rock Pigeon: Best non-CBC count received was 355 at the Lincoln Co Courthouse 
21 Dec (TJW), although the Lincoln CBC 20 Dec repOlted 2693 (fide LRB). 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: A new record count was the 670 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
20 Dec (fide AK). Nesting activities were underway at Ogallala 30 Jan with 
courting taking place and nest material being gathered (JO); this is the earliest 
date to hand for such activity by this species. 
White-winged Dove: There are about 14 reports mid-Oct through mid-Mar, only 
one involving overwintering; thus the 2nd is of 3 birds in a Gering yard 20 Dec, 
declining to one by 26 Jan, which remained through Feb (RSg). Another which 
may have wintered was "still hanging around at feeders" in Boone 13 Feb 
(DMK). 
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Mourning Dove: This species winters in low numbers in the south and east; mid-
winter reports this year were from Chase Co eastward through Buffalo and Hall 
Cos to Lancaster Co and north through Madison Co to Cedar Co. Outside this 
area it is rare from Dec until mid-Feb, when 3 were in Scottsbluff 14 Feb 
(RSg), 3 were in Box Butte Co the same day (VK), and 2-4 were in Blaine Co 
14-15 Feb (BHG). Last reported in fall were 10 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide 
SJD) and 10 on the North Platte CBC 2 I Dec (TJW). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Snowy Owl: A normal winter showing had 5 reports: one in Buffalo Co 3-6 Dec 
(KS, AF, MW), one in western Custer Co 11 Dec (fide TJW), one in northern 
Saunders Co whose photo appeared on Facebook 3 Jan (AS fide AF), one in 
Dodge Co 21 Feb (BF fide D&JP), and one in Dawson Co 10 (KPe, no details). 
Barred Owl: Reports continue from the Fairbury area as this species slowly moves 
westward; one was northwest of Fairbury 28 Jan (MH). The west extent of the 
range in the Platte River Valley is in Nance and Merrick Cos; it has been 
present about 10 miles east of Palmer the "last couple years" (CL, fide JGJ). 
Long-eared Owl: Best tally of wintering birds was of I I at Cunningham L, Omaha, 
18-24 Jan (SMa). 
Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Our knowledge of this species' status in Nebraska is 
evolving on a couple of fascinating fronts. Following his remarkable discovery 
of breeding Saw-whets in southern Scotts Bluff Co in 2014, Wayne Mollhoff 
reports that as of 12 Feb a box in Dawes Co contained an incubating fem and 4 
eggs. On 22 Feb there were 6 eggs, and on 3 Apr 6 young were banded. 
Mollhoff estimates that the eggs were laid around 5-6 Feb, some 6 weeks 
earlier than the 2014 Scotts Bluff Co birds and record-early for the species by 
about 2 weeks ("Birds of North America Online"). Calling birds continue to be 
heard around Feb-early Mar in cedar canyons in southeastern Lincoln Co; this 
spring one was heard 15 Feb (LD). The well-known wintering birds in Ida Co, 
Iowa, begin calling in late Feb prior to departure (DP), and so calling by the 
birds in Lincoln Co may not necessarily be indicative of territorial breeders. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were concentrated in the southeast as expected, 
with outliers in Madison Co, one on 13 Feb (JB), and Saline Co, 2 on 15 Feb 
(JHo). FF and ICSP hold most wintering Red-headeds, with 58 on the Omaha 
CBC 20 Dec (fide BG) and 10-13 at ICSP 18-22 Jan (RSt, SQ, LF). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide, rare 
Panhandle, resident. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: In recent years this species is increasingly occurring 
westward in winter. There were about 9 reports west of Buffalo Co to 
Hitchcock (JGJ) and Keith (J&GB, fide SJD) Cos, but none in the Panhandle; 
northernmost were a juv present in Burwell for a while through 11 Jan 
(B&KG), an imm in Loup Co 6 Feb (\VF), and one in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH). 
The latter 2 records are only the 4th and 5th for the north for Feb through mid-
Mar. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
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Hairy Woodpecker: The fern of the black-shouldered Rocky Mountain subspecies 
continued in a Scotts Bluff Co yard, with sightings 1 Jan and 7 Feb (KD). 
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 
Pileated Woodpecker: Sightings of single birds continued at Flathead WMA, 
Jefferson Co, with one there 18 Jan (TEL). One at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 
was at a new, but not unexpected site (CNK). Evidence of bark chipping and 
removal typical of this species was noted in Saunders Co along the Platte River 
14 Dec (JT). Young birds probably wander in fall, enabling the species to 
gradually expand its range. 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this uncommon southern, rare northern, 
statewide winter visitor. 
Merlin: Most winter reports are of the prairie subspecies Falco columbarius 
richardsonii; one was in Dakota Co 22 Dec (BFH). Surprising, however, were 
the 3 reports of F. c. columbarius, which usually winters south of Nebraska: 
singles were in Knox Co 1 Jan (MB), Douglas Co 6 Feb (JR), and Douglas Co 
9 Feb (SMa). 
Peregrine Falcon: The breeding pairs in Omaha and Lincoln are sedentary (BFi fide 
RS) but are known to forage up to 35 miles from their respective home bases 
(fide RS); one of the Omaha birds was seen in western Iowa on the Omaha 
CBC 20 Dec (fide RS). 
Prairie Falcon: There was a big push eastward this winter, where this species is 
rare, with no fewer than 9 eastern reports through the period (m. ob.). 
Loggerhead Shrike: One in Franklin Co 15 Feb (JGJ) was on the early side; early 
dates (except for the west) are 8-9 Feb. No others were reported. 
Northern Shrike: Numbers are highest in the north and west, as reflected by the 
count of 12 in southeastern Lincoln Co cedar canyons 3 Jan (TJW). 
Southernmost was one in Furnas Co 15 Feb (JGJ). 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this uncommon Panhandle resident and winter 
visitor. 
Blue Jay: The 350 on the Lincoln CBC 20 Dec (fide LRB) was a good CBC tally. 
Black-billed Magpie: This species is in some trouble, as local populations are barely 
hanging on; even in Scotts Bluff Co, magpies are "harder and harder to find" 
(AK). Observers should report the status of their local populations to NEBirds, 
eBird, or to me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. In order to summarize current 
status, following is a list of best counts from the locations that reported magpies 
this winter; I assume this is not complete, so additional locations and higher 
counts are welcome. Scotts Bluff Co areas: 6 at SBNM (MW), 4 at Winters 
Creek Ranch (AD), one at WHNC (MW), 6 at various Scotts Bluff Co locations 
(KD). LM area: 24 on LM eBC (fide SJD), 4 along canal east of Keystone Rd 
(SMa). HCR area: 7 near Alma (KS), 3 on HCR CBC (fide JGJ). Previous 
CBCs here averaged 25/year (JGJ). Crofton, Cedar Co: 3 in "usual spot", 
Roads 553 and 898 (RD, DT, TZ). Lincoln Co: 2 on North Platte CBC at 
Johnson Rd and Highway 97 (TJW). Sheridan Co: 5 on White Clay Creek Rd 
and Beaver Creek Rd (MW). Dawes Co: one on Bordeaux-Table Rd loop 
(MW), Deuel Co: 3 (JGJ). Norfolk: one of the "remnant population" counted 
on CBC (DH). Franklin Co: one (JGJ). 
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American Crow: Best counts were an impressive 4500 at Jeffrey Res, Lincoln Co, 
19 Jan (TJW), followed by a mere 2337 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 2 Jan (fide 
DH) and 2000 in two flocks 1/8 mile apart along 1-80 in Lincoln Co 23 Jan 
(RSt). Highest counts (around 100,000) occur when a winter roost is present in 
the state. 
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Mountain Chickadee: This species has appeared each winter in recent years, 
although reports are only from Scotts Bluff Co. This year at least 3, all singles, 
were reported: one first seen in late Oct at Winters Creek Ranch was still 
present 14 Feb (AD), one was in the DeLara yard near Mitchell at least 8-22 
Feb (KD, SMa), and one was near the airport 21 Dec (MW). 
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common southeastern resident. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Small numbers were reported statewide for a typical 
winter showing; best CBC tally was 16, at North Platte 21 Dec, 11 of which 
were at the North Platte Cern (TJW). The count of 16 tied the high winter 
count for the state. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common northern and 
eastern resident, fairly common winter visitor elsewhere. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this fairly common northwestern 
resident. 
Brown Creeper: The counts of 6 at the North Platte Cern 21 Dec (TJW) and 6 at LO 
27 Dec (SJD) tied the state high winter count. 
Winter Wren: There were a few reports from the southeast in Dec as expected, but 
few overwinter; Feb reports are scarce, with none this winter. The only Jan 
reports were of singles in Dodge Co 2 Jan (GR) and at FF 17 Jan (JCr), a likely 
wintering attempt there. One was westerly at LO 26-27 Dec (SJD). 
Marsh Wren: Reports were from the North Platte River Valley as expected; one 
was on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW), 2 were on the LM CBC 27 
Dec (fide SJD), and one was at Winters Creek Ranch, Scotts Bluff Co, 14 Feb 
(AD). All were likely wintering. 
Carolina Wren: The only reports north or west of Douglas and Lancaster Cos were 
of one in Butler Co 22 Dec (CD), separate singles near Fremont 18 Dec (GR) 
and 1-18 Dec (KSh), one westerly at Fairmont 3 Feb (JRi), 2 more westerly on 
the Grand Island CBC 13 Dec (RH), and one in Jefferson Co 18 Jan (TEL). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Most wintering is in the southeast with few Jan-Feb 
records elsewhere; the only such report was of one in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH) 
and a surprising 12 in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (TJW). Two on the Crawford CBC 
27 Dec (MW) were unexpected at that date, as was one in Scotts Bluff Co 21 
Dec (MW); none were found on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). The 
LM and North Platte CBCs reported 20 and 8 respectively (fide SJD, TJW). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: A few attempt to overwinter in the south and east, but few 
make it into Feb; exceptions were one in a Fremont yard 14-27 Feb (GR), 
another in Omaha 16 Feb (SMa), and a westerly but southerly bird in 
Wilsonville 12-16 Feb (PD, JGJ). There were no Jan reports. 
Eastern Bluebird: This species is another that withdraws from most of the state 
except the southeast and North Platte River Valley in winter. The only reports 
away from the southeast were of one in Custer Co 24 Feb (WF), lion the LM 
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CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), up to 22 during the period in the Lincoln Co cedar 
canyons (TJW, RSt, BP), and 6 on the Grand Island CBC 13 Dec (fide RH). 
Mountain Bluebird: This species arrives on its Panhandle breeding grounds by late 
Feb; 1-2 were at WHNC 14-15 Feb (SMa, RSg, KD). Presumed migrants were 
the 8 in Custer Co 24 Feb (WF), and, fitting the picture nicely, last to leave 
Lincoln Co wintering areas were 8 on 16 Feb (TJW). It is tempting to deduce 
that Panhandle breeders winter in Lincoln Co, perhaps the only altitudinal 
migration in Nebraska. Strangely, despite a peak count of 51 in Lincoln Co 3 
Jan, none were reported on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec, a "notable miss" 
(TJW). The 5 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec were a count first there (fide JGJ) and 
presumably the same 5 were at the Alma SL 21 Dec (BN, photo). 
Townsend's Solitaire: This was a down year for this species, with only 15 on 
CBCs, 11 of those at LM 27 Dec (fide SJD), none (a "notable miss", TJW) on 
the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW), and only one (!) on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). Unexpectedly in such a down year, there were easterly 
reports: one was on the Seward-Branched Oak L CBC 14 Dec (fide JG), where 
the species occurs with some regularity and a high count of 7 in 2013, one was 
at PL 3 Feb (LE), and one was in Knox Co 1 Jan, only the veteran observer's 
2nd or 3rd there (MB). 
Hermit Thrush: A few attempt to winter in the southeast, such as singles at PRSP 3 
Jan (1GJ) and in Merrick Co 7 Feb (1GJ), but winter reports elsewhere are rare. 
There were a surprising two this winter: one at Grove L SRA, Antelope Co, 15 
Jan (11) and 2 in Dundy Co 13 Feb (PD). 
American Robin: Best count received was the 1000 in Brown Co 14 Jan (SK); high 
winter counts are 10,000+, most in cedars in north-central Nebraska. 
Gray Catbird: Only the 9th record for Jan-Feb was one at Bellevue 30 Jan (L&BP). 
Overwintering has not been documented. 
Northern Mockingbird: This species may attempt to overwinter; there are two such 
prior records, but survival past mid-Jan is rare. This winter's attempts were of 
one at BOL 14 Dec-13 Jan (RSt, LE) and one in Johnson Co 15 Jan (SQ). 
Brown Thrasher: Jan-Feb reports are few away from the southeast, and are likely 
birds attempting to overwinter; thus one on the Calamus-Loup CBC 2 Jan (fide 
DH) was unexpected, as was one at Fairmont 3 Feb (1Ri). 
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this erratic but regular winter visitor 
mostly in the northwest. 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Snow Bunting: Fewer than 40 were reported, at 5 locations, a typical year. Best 
counts were 16 in Cheyenne Co 23 Feb (EH) and 12 on the LM CBC 27 Dec 
(fide SJD). Elsewhere, 1-3 were at BOL 13 Dec-28 Jan (MW, m. ob.), 1-2 
were in Cedar Co 1-2 Jan (TZ, DT), and 4-5 were at the HCR dam 30 Jan-8 Feb 
(PD, LR, RH). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: This species is fairly common over much of the state into 
Dec, but by Jan most have departed and the very few remaining are in the 
southeast. Even in the southeast Feb records are rare. This winter, however, 
there were multiple reports from several locations through the winter, quite 
likely an unprecedented event given warmer winters in recent years. Jan-Feb 
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records were from most of the counties south and east of, and including, 
Harlan, Hall, Merrick, Polk, and Saunders. As might be expected, with so 
many present in mid- and late winter, there were several Feb reports. Prior to 
this winter, there were only 20 statewide records for Feb; this winter added no 
fewer than 16, most in counties outlined above, but also including the 
following: 5 in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH), one at LO 15 Feb (SMa), and 6 in 
Dundy Co 13 Feb (PO). Of interest was an apparent intergrade at LO 15 Feb 
that looked like an Audubon's Warbler but called like a Myrtle (SMa). 
Spotted Towhee: A few linger in the south through winter; Feb reports were of 
singles at Schramm Park SRA, Sarpy Co, 7 Feb (SQ), Franklin Co 15 Feb 
(JGJ), and FF 24 Feb (EB). A bit westerly for the date was one on the North 
Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW). 
American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Chipping Sparrow: The only report was of 2 stragglers at a feeder on the North 
Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW). Typically, late dates for Chipping Sparrow are 
of 1-2 birds at a feeder. 
Field Sparrow: Most have left the state by mid-Nov, but there are a number of Dec 
records in the south. This fall, 2 were in Otoe Co 10 Dec (SQ) and one was on 
the LM CBC 27 Dec (WRS, fide SJD), the second record for the LM CBC. 
Fox Sparrow: As has been the case beginning with winter 2009-2010, this species 
was reported through the winter in the southeast, with at least 16 individuals at 
II locations (m. ob.). Outliers were one at Pressey WMA, Custer Co, 14 Feb 
(TH, details suggest Passerella iliaca iliaca) and 3 in Franklin Co 15 Feb 
(JGJ). 
Song Sparrow: Wintering birds are generally rare north of the Platte and North 
Platte River Valleys and away from the east. Thus of interest were one in 
Dawes Co 27 Dec (MW) and 1-3 at 3 Custer Co locations 6-14 Feb (TH). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: The last two winters saw several Lincoln's Sparrows lingering 
through Dec and into Jan in the southeast, but there were no Feb reports in 
either winter. This winter, the scenario was similar, but two did linger into Feb, 
only the 5th and 6th Feb records for the state: singles at Ashland 3-4 Feb 
(WM), and in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (TJW). 
Swamp Sparrow: Although wintering occurs in the southeast on occasion (less than 
annually), there were few reports of stragglers this year. The only Feb record 
was of3 at Boyer Chute NWR 7-9 Feb (SMa, JR). 
White-throated Sparrow: This species is a rare regular winter visitor in the 
southeast; there were multiple reports of low numbers through the winter from 
there, best count the 33 in Omaha 11 Feb (KGo). Elsewhere it is rare, even in 
the Platte Valley, although one was on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide 
TJW), two on the Harlan County CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ), and one on the Grand 
Island CBC 13 Dec (fide RH). Outliers were 2 in a rural Lincoln Co yard 4 Feb 
(VC) and 2 in Boone Co 14 Feb (OM). The Lincoln Co record is only the 3rd 
for Feb away from the southeast (outlined by Antelope, Boone, Howard, and 
Buffalo Cos). 
Harris's Sparrow: Numbers were lower than usual; no non-CBC counts of more 
than 15 were reported, and high CBC was only 82, that at Harlan Co Res 16 
Dec (fide JGJ). Rare westerly, one was in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 15 Jan (KD), 
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2 were in Hitchcock Co 20 Jan (TJW), 2-3 in Custer Co 13-14 Feb (TH), 4 on 
the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), and 3 on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide 
TJW). 
White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters in small numbers from the Platte 
River Valley southward, with by far highest overwintering numbers in the 
Panhandle. This winter, 254 were on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), 
and up to 48 wintered in a Mitchell yard (KD). Best CBC count in the east was 
33 at DeSoto NWR 3 Jan (fide JT) and non-CBC best was 10 at Boyer Chute 
NWR 9 Feb (JR). Outside the usual wintering area, mid-winter repots are rare; 
2 were in Box Butte Co 14 Feb (VK), and 2-4 were at various locations in 
Custer Co 7-16 Feb (TH, MHo), only the 10th and 11 th west of Boone Co and 
north of the Platte River Valley. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This subspecies winters in the Panhandle, but is 
rare east of Keith Co; one was well-described in southeastern Lincoln Co 3 Jan 
(TJW). There were 6 reports from the expected winter range involving 34 
birds, 18 of these in Sheridan Co 28 Dec (MW). 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Best non-CBC count was 145 in Otoe Co 5 Dec 
(SQ); highs are 204-250. 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: This subspecies is rare but regular in the east: CBC 
data for the 3 counts where they were reported (Lincoln, Seward-Branched Oak 
L, Harlan Co Res; there were several counts with none) showed 10 Oregons 
and 977 Slate-coloreds (about 1 %), whereas Scottsbluff CBC showed 39 
Oregons and 62 Slate-coloreds (39%). 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This subspecies winters regularly east to Lincoln 
Co, where at least 23 were reported through the winter (TJW, MW, MBe, 
SMa). Observers reporting this subspecies in the east should attempt to 
document their sightings with photographs, as this subspecies is not well-
documented there. One was reported in Nebraska City 1 Jan (SQ). 
Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: The only report was of one on the Scotts Bluff 
CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), the 15th record for Nebraska. In recent years there has 
been an increase in sightings of this subspecies in the west, but it is still less 
than annual. 
Northern Cardinal: For the first time, 2 males appeared in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 3 
Jan (KD); this species is very slowly establishing itself in the Panhandle. 
Singing began early, with one "singing up a storm" in Bellevue 30 Jan (CNK) 
and another singing in Ogallala (JO) the same day. Earliest singer on record 
was in Lincoln 13 Jan 2008 (JGJ). 
Red-winged Blackbird: There were a large number of reports in mid-winter (Jan), 
virtually all from the Platte River Valley southward, a good showing; even 
Red-wings can be scarce in Jan. Best Jan count was a surprising 15,000 in 
Lincoln Co 9 Jan (TJW); 75,000 had arrived in Lincoln Co by 15 Feb (TJW). 
Western Meadowlark: First singing reported was at BOL 9 Feb (TO); earliest on 
record is 12 Jan 2014 in Antelope Co (MB). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: The only report was of a straggler on the DeSoto NWR 
CBC 3 Jan (fide JT). 
Rusty Blackbird: This species winters each year in varying numbers in the south 
and east, but is rare in the Panhandle. Two ferns were in Scotts Bluff Co 12 
Dec (KD), only the 13th Panhandle winter record, and almost in the Panhandle 
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was one at LO 26-27 Dec (SJD). There were 10 reports from the south and 
east through the period, west to Frontier Co (LR, RH), involving a total of 
about 90 individuals (m. ob). Best counts were 33 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec 
(fide JGJ) and 20 in Hall Co 15 Feb (SM). Mid-Feb and later reports are likely 
spring migrants. 
Brewer's Blackbird: Fall migrants were the 150 on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec 
(fide TJW), and, a bit late, one on the DeSoto NWR CBC 3 Jan (fide JT). 
Rather early spring migrants were 2 with a blackbird flock at BOL 12 Feb (LE). 
This species is not as cold-tolerant as some other blackbird species. 
Common Grackle: Last good numbers reported were in mid-Dec: 182 on the Grand 
Island CBC (fide RH) and 26 on the Ames CBC 18 Dec (fide D&JP), and only 
scattered single-digit numbers were noted until mid-Feb, when there were 4 
reports of migrants in groups of 17-300 (JH, KDi, LR, RH, JGJ). These 
migrants were about 2 weeks earlier than usual. Reports from late Dec-early 
Feb were from the Platte and North Platte River Valleys southward, except for 
4 on the Calamus-Loup Res CBC 2 Jan (fide DH), and one on the Norfolk CBC 
20 Dec (fide DH). Unexpected was a flock of 40 in Saunders Co 21 Jan (TG), 
possibly early migrants. 
Great-tailed Grackle: Spring arrival and fall departure for this species resembles 
that of Common Grackle (late Dec and mid-Feb). Wintering Great-taileds, 
however, tend to be in large flocks rather than ones and twos like wintering 
Common Grackles. North Platte hosted a wintering flock of at least 125 
(TJW); Great-taileds have wintered there sporadically since about 2010. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Cowbirds are rare in winter, with most departing before 
Dec; there were only 27 in all reported on CBCs this winter (fide D&JP). Mid-
winter records are almost always with flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds or 
sometimes European Starlings, which themselves are rare in mid-winter. 
Notable mid-winter reports included these, all with Red-winged flocks: 28 in 
Dawson Co 10 Jan (LR, RH), 5 at Jeffrey Res 19 Jan (TJW), and 7 at Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 30 Jan (BP). 
Baltimore Oriole: One that was first noted at a feeder in Seward on the Seward-
Branched Oak L CBC 14 Dec was photographed there 2 days later and 
reappeared 10 Jan (JG, photo). It was aged as a first fall individual (MW, JGJ, 
JR). This is the 10th record of this species lingering into Nov or later, but only 
the second surviving until Jan; latest was one in Cass Co 1986-1987 that 
survived until 14 Jan, when it was killed by a cat. 
Brambling: Nebraska's third record was of a fern that attended a southeastern 
Lincoln Co cedar canyon feeder 14 Dec-31 Jan (LD, TJW, PD photo 16 Dec). 
It was with a Dark-eyed Junco flock of about 50 birds and absent for periods 
when the weather was suitable for the flock to forage elsewhere (LD). This 
species moves into the northwestern US from time to time in low-number 
"invasions"; this winter was one of those years, with scattered records east to 
Minnesota and Wisconsin (fide SMa). 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: This species occurs every year in favored locations in 
the extreme northwest. The most reliable current location is SBNM, where up 
to 200 (31 Jan, BFH, MB, JR) were present at least 29-31 Jan (KD, m . ob.). 
The only other report was of "dozens" at Toadstool Geological Park, Sioux Co, 
13 Dec and 9 Feb, roosting in Cliff Swallow nests (PMH), typical of this 
species in winter. One bird noted on 9 Feb was of the Hepburn's form (PMH), 
which breeds in Alaska and has been reported in Nebraska twice previously 
with large Gray-crowned flocks. 
Imri~ature Baltimore Oriole found in Se~ard during the Seward-Branched Oak CBC on 14 · 
Dec 2014. Photographed here on 16 Dec 2014 by Eugene Brott. 
Pine Grosbeak: A single sighting in a Furnas Co yard 11 Feb (LO) was tentatively 
identified from the observer's description as a "russet-headed" fem or a juv of 
this species (JGJ, JR). There have been a few scattered reports on the Great 
Plains this winter. 
House Finch: Best count was 181 in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln Co 3 
Jan (TJW). An intriguing comment was made regarding a possible connection 
between a "huge" apple crop and a "huge" number of orange variant House 
Finches in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Dec (AD). 
Purple Finch: This species occurs statewide, but is rare in the Panhandle; the only 
reports there were of a fem wintering at the same feeder one attended last 
winter (AD), and 3 in a Gering yard 22 Feb (RSg). Overall numbers were 
average for a Nebraska winter. 
Cassin's Finch: Reports were all from Scotts Bluff Co; up to 20 (28 Feb, BP) were 
at WHNC from 17 Jan (5; KD) through the period (m. ob, photos), 2-30 
wintered in a Wildcat Hills yard 10 Jan through the period (AK), and 3-6 were 
in a Gering yard 14-22 Feb (RSg). None were reported before 10 Jan; this 
species has a propensi ty to appear in mid-winter and increase in numbers in 
Feb-Mar. 
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Red Crossbill: Amazingly, the only report was of 17 in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (MBe). 
Common Redpoll: There were several reports statewide of 1-4 birds, the only flocks 
reported were the 30 in Lancaster Co 18 Jan (JC, SSc) and 27 in Hitchcock Co 
20 Jan (TJW). This was a typical non-invasion winter. 
Pine Siskin: Reports were statewide in generally single-digit numbers except for 
large numbers at WHNC, where peak tally was 200 on 31 Jan (MW). 
American Goldfinch: Best count was a single flock of 320 in Sheridan Co 28 Dec 
(MW); this is a new record high single-observer winter count. 
Evening Grosbeak: There were 3 reports, earliest a pair in a southern Scotts Bluff 
Co yard 10 Jan that continued through at least 6 Feb, when they were joined by 
2 more (AK). Elsewhere, 2 were in Hitchcock Co 13 Feb (PD) and up tol5 
were at WHNC 14 Feb (KD, SMa). 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of the common statewide resident. 
In Memory of William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Former NOU president and Nebraska Bird Review editor William F. Rapp, 
Jr., passed away on March 13,2013, in Rochester, New York. Rapp was born in 
1918 in Newark, New Jersey, and his interest in birds began during his junior high 
years. His parents encouraged his interest and arranged for him to spend a week at 
Cape May, New Jersey, after high school graduation, and in 1939 he was able to 
attend the annual meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union meeting at Harvard 
University. 
He attended Rutgers University and graduated in 1944 with a degree in 
entomology and geology. He did postgraduate research at the University of Illinois 
in entomology and ecology. In 1947 he was offered a position on the faculty of 
Doane College in Crete, Nebraska, to teach various biology courses and ornithology 
for non-science students. He took his students on field trips around the state as his 
interest in birding continued. He had a banding permit and was elected to full 
membership in the American Ornithologists' Union in 1950. 
His relationship with the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union dates from the 
first meeting he attended in 1947. By the next year, he was the editor of the 
Nebraska Bird Review, having been drafted for the job by then-president R. Allyn 
Moser after the previous editor, Edson Fichter, moved away from the state. Rapp 
recalls taking his first finished Bird Review to the printing company in Lincoln that 
had been publishing it. He handed it to the proprietor, only to have it handed right 
back with the terse comment, "You haven't paid for the last issue." He called NOU 
president Allyn Moser that evening to ask what to do. Moser said that he would 
"take care of it" and Rapp should take the manuscript back to the printers after a few 
days. It should be noted that the NOU treasurer's report of May 1, 1947, lists cash 
on hand as $257.41 (NBR, Vol 16, No.1, page 59). 
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William Rapp in 1958. Photo courtesy of his daughter, Susan Beranek. 
Rapp and wife Dr. Janet L. C. Rapp, also an NOV member, left Doane in 
1952 so that Rapp could take ajob with the Nebraska State Department of Health as 
a stream biologist and medical entomologist. Among his first projects was collecting 
blood samples from birds in an attempt to discover how the Western equine 
encephalitis virus cases that were showing up in western Nebraska was spread. Later 
he worked with mosquito control, tick surveys and public education programs. He 
eventually gave up the editor's job to Doris Gates in 1955, but he served as president 
for one year beginning in the spring of 1955. 
Rapp retired from the Nebraska State Department of Health in 1985, and 
wife Janet passed away in 1997. In 1999 he married Jean Vincent, whom he knew 
from his undergraduate days at Rutgers and moved to Pittsford, New York, in the 
Finger Lakes region. His interest in birds continued, and he also did studies on 
terrestrial isopods and the taxonomy of spiders. His last article published in the 
Nebraska Bird Review, on selected areas of bird study in Nebraska, was in December 
2005. 
Editor's note: Information for the above came from an obituary in the Rochester 
Democrat & Chronicle and from correspondence with Bill Rapp. 
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For our color photo section this year we asked especially for photos of birds 
in fI i ght. The images we received show birds in flight for a variety of rea-
sons~birds flying high, flying low, hunting for food, carrying food, feeding, 
taking off for flight or alighting, and fighting with another bird. 
Arctic Tern , Marsh Duck WMA, York Co., 
31 May 2015. If accepted by the NOU 
Records Committee, this will be only the 
4th documented sighting in Nebraska. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
Above: Ring-billed Gull with fish, 
Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge Co., 10 
March 2015. Photo by Ken Shuster. 
Bonaparte's Gull, Lake Ogallala, Keith Co. , 
20 April 2015. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
Least Tern , Two Rivers SRA, Douglas Co., 16 July 2014. Photo by 
John Carlini. 
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Great Blue Heron, 
Two Rivers SRA, Douglas 
Co., 26 Sept. 2014. 
Photo by Craig Crews. 
Dunlin and 
Stilt Sandpiper, 
Eastern Rainwater Basin, 
Clay Co., 20 May 2008. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 
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American Golden-Plovers 
Eastern Rainwater Basin, ' 
York Co., 18 May 2008. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Aurora 
Dam, Hamilton Co., 5 May 
2015. Photo by Deb Miller. 
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Great Egret, Aurora 
Dam. Hamilton Co., 
28 April 2015. Photo 
by Deb Miller. 
Below: White-faced Ibis, Aurora Dam, Hamilton 
Co., 5 May 20]5, showing white feathering around 
red facial skin and red iris not present in Glossy Ibis. 
Photo by Deb Miller 
Sandhill Cranes, near AIda, 
Hall Co., 19 March 2015. 
Photo by Ken Shuster. 
Above: Glossy Ibis on nest, Harvard 
WPA, Clay Co., 7 July 2015, first 
nesting record in the state for this 
species, which was documented in 
Nebraska in 1999. Photo by 
Joel Jorgensen. 
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Immature Bald Eagle with 
Snow Goose, Kearney, Buffalo 
.,3 March 2015. Photo by 
Eddie Wright Denny. 
Turkey Vulture, Elk City, 
Douglas Co., I April 2015. 
Photo by Craig Crews. 
Goldeneye, 
CiJ;"r.pm .r>nt Lakes SRA, 
.'L.J\JU",," Co., 14 March 
Photo by 
Shuster. 
Red-tailed Hawk, Kearney, 
Buffalo Co. , 13 May 2015. 
Photo by Eddie Wright Denny. 
Mute Swan and cygnet, 10 I st and Pacific Sts. , 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 15 May 2015. Mute Swans 
are now on the official list of N ebraska species ; 
however, birds in urban areas should be closely 
scrutinized. Photo by Bob Wells. 
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Upland Sandpiper, Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster 
Co., 9 June 2010. Photo by 
Gordon Warrick. 
Northern Bobwhite, Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster 
Co., 28 December 2009. 
Photo Gordon Warrick. 
Female Dickcissel, 9 Mile Prairie, Lancaster 
Co., 30 June 2015. Photo by Esa Jarvi . 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co., 
24 April 2010. 
Photo by Gordon Warrick. 
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Above : Bam Owl chicks (oldest is about 5 weeks old) 
in grain bin near Ponca, Dixon Co., 9 July 2015. Photo 
by Katie Towler. 
Below: Adult Bam Owl (parent of above chicks), 
Dixon Co., 5 July 2015. Photo by Jan Johnson. 
Short-eared Owl along Prairie 
Dog Road, Sioux Co., 5 July 
2015 . Photo by Bruce Walgren. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl adult in 
nest box with eggs, chicks, deer 
mice (Peromyscus sp.) and voles 
(Microtus sp.) in the Wildcat 
Hills, Scotts Bluff Co., 12 March 
2015. See Dec. 2014 NBR pages 
189-193 for article on first docu-
mented Northern Saw-whet Owl 
nesting in Nebraska. Photo by 
Wayne Mollhoff. 
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Snow Geese, 
[ astern Rainw ater Basin, 
Clav Co., II Feb. 2006. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 
White-winged Dove, 
North Platte, Lincoln Co., 
20 April 2015. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
Adult Bald Eagle, Johnson 
Lake, Dawson Co., 26 Jan. 
2013 . Photo by Deb Miller. 
Golden-winged Warbler, Platte 
River SP, Cass Co., 10 May 
2015. Photo by John Carlini. 
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Inter-generic hybrid Ruby-throated x 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Dawes Co. , 
8 Aug. 2014, first documentation in 
Nebraska. See Sept. 2014 NBR pages I 11 -
112. Photo by Juanita Whittecar. 
Palm Warbler, Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy Co., 10 May 2015. Photo by 
Loren Padelford. 
Eastern Bluebird on ice, Louisville SP, Cass Co., 
20 Feb. 2015 . Photo by Karen Kader. 
Below: American Robin males, Omaha, Doug las 
Co., 24 May 2015. Photo by Karen Kader. 
Feeding Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., 1 May 2 015 . Photo by 
Eddie Wright Denny. 
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A Hybrid Cliff x Bam Swallow from Western Nebraska 
Charles R. Brown and Catherine E. Page 
Department of Biological Sciences 
University of Tulsa 
Tulsa, OK. 74104 
31 
The Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) and the Bam Swallow 
(Hirundo rustica) occupy sympatric breeding ranges across much of North America, 
often nesting at colony sites that contain both species (Brown and Brown 1995, 
1999; Kopachena et al. 2007). Mixed-species nesting aggregations typically occur in 
box-shaped concrete culverts underneath roads or railways. Cliff Swallows' 
enclosed mud nests can be as close as 1 m to Bam Swallows' open mud nests (c. 
Brown, pers. obs.), and at such sites Cliff Swallows regularly usurp both inactive and 
active Bam Swallow nests (Brown and Brown 1999). The close proximity of these 
two ecologically similar species leads to at least occasional social interaction among 
them, such as during combined alarm responses at predators. Another consequence 
may be extra-pair copulation between male Cliff Swallows and female Bam 
Swallows, leading to intergeneric hybridization (Brown and Brown 1999; Rohwer et 
al. 2014). 
Hybridization between the Bam Swallow and the Cliff Swallow's close 
relative, the Cave Swallow (P. fulva), was reported to be common in south Texas in 
the 1970s (Martin 1980). This reflected relatively recent contact between Bam 
Swallows and Cave Swallows, as the latter species began moving out of its ancestral 
sinkhole-cave nesting sites in the late 1960s and occupying highway culverts where 
Bam Swallows nested (Martin and Martin 1978). The high frequency of 
hybridization between Cave and Bam swallows in Texas suggests that similar 
hybridization might occur between Cliff and Bam swallows, especially given the 
widespread contact between the two species and the fact that Cliff Swallows are 
colonizing new areas in eastern North America (Brown and Brown 1995) where they 
are coming into contact with Bam Swallows for the first time. Despite this 
prediction, we have located only three documented reports of Cliff x Bam Swallow 
hybridization from throughout North America. In this report, we present a fourth 
and the first for Nebraska. 
Description of Hybrid 
On 12 June 2014, we visited a double-tunnel culvert underneath Interstate 
80 about 8 km east-southeast of Roscoe, Keith Co., western Nebraska (41 0 06.438' 
N, 10 1 0 29.634' W). There were no active Cliff Swallow nests at the site on that 
date, and we estimated about 15 active Bam Swallow nests, all with eggs. Our 
attention was drawn to a bird's vocalization that resembled a Cliff Swallow's alarm 
call (Brown 1985). We observed a swallow with plumage characters clearly 
intermediate between those of Cliff and Bam swallows while the bird flew among 
Bam Swallows during an alarm response at us as we stood in the culvert. 
On 17 June 2014, we returned to the site and caught the hybrid in a mist net 
strung across one end of the culvert. The bird was a male, determined by the 
32 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 83 No.1 
A 
c 
Fig. 1. A hybrid Cliff x Bam Swallow captured at a highway culvert near Roscoe, Nebraska, 
on 17 June 2014. 
presence of a cloacal protuberance and the absence of a brood patch. The head 
resembled a Barn Swallow's, while its throat was Cliff Swallow-like (Fig. 1 A). The 
hybrid lacked the blue above the shoulder characteristic of Barn Swallows, and the 
throat was less clearly demarcated than in Barn Swallows. It showed slight bluish 
spotting at the base of the throat typical of Cliff Swallows (Fig. IA). The blue on the 
throat occurs in both sexes of Cliff Swallows but averages more extensive in males 
(Brown and Brown 1995). The rest of the dorsum was bluish as in a Barn Swallow 
with less of the vertical white striping of the Cliff Swallow; the orange rump seemed 
indistinguishable from that of a Cliff Swallow (Fig. IB). The tail was intermediate 
between the two species (Fig. I C). It had white windows in the outer four rectrices 
on each side, similar to a Barn Swallow but lacked the Barn Swallow's long outer 
tail streamers. The breast and belly more resembled a Cliff Swallow's, although 
with a slightly enhanced orange tone (Fig. I D). The lower tail coverts were light 
orang ish-buff as in a Barn Swallow. 
The un flattened wing chord of the hybrid's outer primary was 110.0 mm, 
shorter than the average 114.7 mm wing chord measured for nine male Bam 
Swallows at that site on that date but near the upper end of the Cliff Swallow's wing 
length (Brown and Brown 2013). The hybrid weighed 19.0 g, slightly more than the 
average 17.6 g for the nine male Bam Swallows but lower than that of most Cliff 
Swallows at that time of year (Brown and Brown 1996). 
The hybrid ' s behavior also appeared intermediate. When flying among 
Bam Swallows, it clearly glided more and flapped less than the Bam Swallows: the 
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bird could easily be identified from a distance by its more Cliff Swallow-like flight 
before any plumage features were visible. It gave a Cliff Swallow-like alarm call on 
one occasion, and when released after handling it gave a vocalization much like the 
Bam Swallow's chirp call (Brown 1985). 
We identified the hybrid's nest within the culvert (Fig. 2) by observing it fly 
to the nest repeatedly. It attended the nest with a presumably-female Bam Swallow. 
The nest was noticeably more flared out along the upper rim than are typical Bam 
Swallow nests, but there was no indication of any attempt to dome over the open nest 
as Cliff Swallows do when they use Bam Swallow nests. The nest appeared to have 
been an old Bam Swallow nest existing from a previous year, which the pair in 2014 
refurbished. The nest had three eggs when first checked on 17 June 2014. 
The hybrid was observed at the site on three additional visits by us or 
colleagues, with it last being seen on 29 June 2014. At that time, the eggs had not 
hatched. When we next visited the site on 6 July 2014, the hybrid and most of the 
Barn Swallows were gone. Apparently the nests there had failed en masse between 
29 June and 6 July, for reasons that were unclear. Only one Bam Swallow nest 
remained active, but three pairs of Cliff Swallows had arrived and were occupying 
nests at the opposite end of the culvert and in a different tunnel from the hybrid's 
nest. 
Fig. 2. Nest attended by a n",nnn 
Roscoe, Nebraska, during June 2014. 
Discussion 
-~~. - -
x Bam Swallow in a highway culvert near 
The previous Cliff x Bam Swallow hybrids, documented with detailed 
descriptions or photographs, were reported from Delaware Co., Pennsylvania, on 22 
May 1878 (Trotter 1878), EI Paso Co., Texas, on 14 June 1893 (Mearns 1902), and 
Weld Co., Colorado, on 15 July 2012 (Anonymous 2014). Additional reports of 
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hybrids from California, Louisiana, Colorado, and New York, while possibly valid in 
some cases, lack descriptive details (Dittmann and Cardiff 2002; Rogers and 
Jaramillo 2002; Wood et al. 2011) or appear to be southwestern Cliff Swallows with 
dark foreheads (Anonymous 2014). 
Hybridization between Petrochelidon and Hirundo swallows is thought to 
be caused largely by extra-pair fertilizations perpetrated by male Cliff/Cave 
swallows on female Bam Swallows (Brown and Brown 1999; Rohwer et al. 2014). 
Consequently, hybrids are raised in Bam Swallow nests and likely socially imprint 
on Bam Swallows. The Nebraska hybrid was consistent with this scenario: it lived at 
a colony site with only Bam Swallows, paired with a Bam Swallow, used a Bam 
Swallow-like nest, and departed from the site with other Bam Swallows. Cave x 
Bam Swallow hybrids typically are raised by Bam Swallow parents (Martin 1980, 
1982), and a Cliff x Bam hybrid in Texas was paired with a Bam Swallow and 
attended a Bam Swallow-like nest (Mearns 1902). 
Cliff Swallows commonly engage in extra-pair copulations (Brown and 
Brown 1996). When large numbers of birds gather mud, forced (and some not-
forced) copulation attempts can sometimes be so frequent that successful mud-
gathering is disrupted, with the birds believed to flutter their wings during mud 
collecting to deter extra-pair copulation attempts (Butler 1982; Brown and Brown 
1996). Thus, whenever Bam Swallows gather mud near Cliff Swallows, 
heterospecific copulation attempts can potentially occur, and these may be more 
likely because Bam Swallows do not flutter their wings while gathering mud. 
The relatively few documented cases of Cliff x Bam Swallow hybrids in 
North America, despite the two species' widely sympatric breeding ranges, suggest 
that some factors work to limit hybridization. These are at present unknown but may 
reflect Bam Swallows' increased avoidance of culverts where Cliff Swallows nest, 
which reduces the opportunity for contact. The number of mixed-species colonies 
has declined in our western Nebraska study area over the last 33 years (C. Brown, 
unpubl. data), with Bam Swallows moving more onto buildings or into the small 
road culverts that Cliff Swallows avoid. A similar situation may have occurred in 
Texas, where the sites with the extensive Cave x Bam Swallow hybridization from 
the 1970s have now become almost exclusively Cave Swallow colonies (Ormston 
2001). If intergeneric swallow hybrids are less successful at surviving and/or 
reproducing, hybridization (if common) could select against Bam Swallows that nest 
near Cliff or Cave swallows and incur greater risk of extra-pair fertilizations. We 
should continue to monitor situations in Nebraska and elsewhere where both Cliff 
and Bam swallows nest together and document whether hybridization, if it occurs, 
could contribute to the developing ecological separation between these two species. 
Acknowledgments 
We thank the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's Cedar Point Biological 
Station for use of their facilities and the National Science Foundation (DEB-
1019423) for financial support. 
Vol. 83 No.1 The Nebraska Bird Review 35 
Literature Cited 
Anonymous. 2014. Bird hybrids: bam swallow x cliff swallow. Online. 
http://birdhybrids. blogspot.coml20 14/06lbarn-swallow-x -cliff-
swallow.htm!. 
Brown CR. 1985. Vocalizations of bam and cliff swallows. Southwestern Naturalist 
30: 325-333. 
Brown CR, Brown MB. 1995. Cliff swallow (Hirundo pyrrhonota). In: Birds of 
North America (A Poole, F Gill, eds.), no. 149. Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Philadelphia (PA) and American Ornithologists' Union, 
Washington, D.C. 
Brown CR, Brown MB. 1996. Coloniality in the cliff swallow: the effect of group 
size on social behavior. Chicago (IL): University of Chicago Press. 
Brown CR, Brown MB. 1999. Bam swallow (Hirundo rustica). In: Birds of North 
America (A Poole, F Gill, eds.), no. 452. Birds of North America, Inc., 
Philadelphia (PA). 
Brown CR, Brown MB. 2013. Where has all the road kill gone? Current Biology 23: 
R233-R234. 
Butler RW. 1982. Wing fluttering by mud-gathering cliff swallows: avoidance of 
"rape" attempts? Auk 99: 758-761. 
Dittmann DL, Cardiff SW. 2002. "Let's take a closer look" - Louisiana swallows. 
Louisiana Ornithological Society News 200: 5-12. 
Kopachena JG, Cochran BL, Nichols TB. 2007. The incidence of American swallow 
bugs (Oeciacus vicarius) in bam swallow (Hirundo rustica) colonies in 
northeast Texas. Journal of Vector Ecology 32: 280-284. 
Martin RF. 1980. Analysis of hybridization between the hirundinid genera Hirundo 
andPetrochelidon in Texas. Auk 97: 148-159. 
Martin, RF. 1982. Proximate ecology and mechanics of "intergeneric" swallow 
hybridization (Hirundo rustica x Petrochelidon fulva). Southwestern 
Naturalist 27: 218-220. 
Martin RF, Martin SR. 1978. Niche and range expansion of cave swallows in Texas. 
American Birds 32: 941-946. 
Mearns EA. 1902. Description of a hybrid between the bam and cliff swallows. Auk 
19: 73-74. 
Ormston CG. 2001. Breeding-site characteristics and range changes of culvert-
nesting swallows in Texas. M. Sc. thesis, University of Tulsa, Tulsa (OK). 
Rogers MM, Jaramillo A. 2002. Report of the California Bird Records Committee: 
1999 records. Western Birds 33: 1-33. 
Rohwer S, Harris RB, Walsh HE. 2014. Rape and the prevalence of hybrids in 
broadly sympatric species: a case study using albatrosses. PeerJ 2: e409. doi 
10.7717/peerjA09. 
Trotter S. 1878. Description of a hybrid (Hiurndo horreori-Iunifrons) between two 
North American swallows. Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club 3: 
135-136. 
Wood CL, Guthrie A, Barry JH. 20 II. A cliff swallow x bam swallow hybrid in 
western New York state. Kingbird 61: 307. 
36 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 83 No.1 
2014-2015 Christmas Bird Counts 
by Don Paseka 
Fourteen counts were held during the 2014-15 Christmas Bird Count season, which 
is one less than last season. Although the Beaver ValJey and Harrison counts were 
not done this season, the Harlan County count was resumed after a twelve year hiatus 
and produced several noteworthy species counts. It also should be noted that the 
Grand Island count was held on December 13, which is one day before the official 
Audubon sanctioned count period begins, but its results are included in this 
discussion. 
Following a very mild first week of November, the second week started with a 
sudden cold snap which persisted through the week. When the wind stopped 
blowing at the end of the week, most of the open water across the state had frozen. It 
was expected that many species had departed for the winter, but milder weather 
returned and lasted well into mid-December. The result was considerable open water 
for the counts held during the first half of the count period and respectable totals for 
both species (133) and individuals (246,311). 
Nine species set new or tied previous high counts, including the first-ever record on a 
Nebraska count of Baltimore Oriole, a single bird visiting a feeder in Seward. While 
19 species were found in every circle, 20 species were found in only one circle and 
II of those were single birds. 
Although all the expected Anseriforrnes were counted, no scoters or Long-tailed 
Ducks were found. However, Ring-necked Ducks were found in seven circles and 
produced a new high count 0[366, besting the previous high of 342 from 2012. The 
total of 41 Wood Ducks counted, 39 of which were found on the Grand Island count, 
was second only to the 46 found in 2012. The count of 83 Trumpeter Swans is 
second only to the 155 counted last year, and the 3 Tundra Swans found on the Lake 
McConaughy count were only the fifth time this species has been recorded on a 
Nebraska count. 
While as expected Lake McConaughy produced the most species (100) of any of the 
counts, the Harlan County count provided a high proportion of the Nebraska totals 
for several species. For example, it produced 22,444 of the 24,137 total Snow Geese 
and 13,999 of the 16,119 of the Common Mergansers found this year. OveralJ the 
Harlan county total of 51,755 individuals represented 21 % of this year's total for all 
counts. 
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Although Bald Eagles were found in every circle, 241 of them were found at Harlan 
County, helping to set a new high of 576 individuals, which easily bested the 
previous high of 375 from 2012. Nine circles produced a total of 3509 American 
Coots, a total second only to the 6163 found in 2011, but 3201 of this year's coots 
were found at Harlan County. 
Harlan County also recorded six of the seven gull species found on this year's counts 
including all 17 of the Bonaparte's Gulls and 790 of the record high count of 1020 
Herring Gulls. The previous high of 649 had been set in 1996. 
On the Columbiformes front, as they continue their relentless quest for global 
domination, Eurasian Collared-Doves were counted in all circles and established a 
new high count of 1959, topping the old high of 1370 from 2012. Three White-
winged Doves were found at Scottsbluff, which was only the second time this 
species has been counted on a Nebraska CBC. (A single White-winged Dove was 
found in 2005 and a count week bird was noted in 2009; both were on the Scottsbluff 
CBC.) Perhaps they're coming, too. 
This year's count of 15 Merlins was another new high, bettering the old high count 
of 14, which was achieved on four previous counts. The Great Homed Owl count of 
95 birds was the best since 110 were counted in 1989, prior to the West Nile Virus 
epidemic. Several species achieving second highest count status were Hairy 
Woodpeckers at 142 behind the 150 found last year, the 73 Yellow-rumped Warblers 
trailing the 92 found in 2011 and the 919 Northern Cardinals which was second only 
to the 1001 found in 2009. 
Several sparrows also had a good year. The 5897 Tree Sparrows were the most 
counted since 6874 were found in 1999. The 2 Chipping Sparrows found on the 
North Platte count were the first since 10 were reported on the Lincoln count in 
1998, and the total of 10 Lincoln's Sparrows found in three circles ranks second only 
to the 12 found last year. The 407 White-crowned Sparrows were a surprising new 
high; the Scottsbluff total alone (254 individuals) topped the old high of 222 set in 
2007. 
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Tundra Swan 3 
Wood Duck 2 39 
Gadwall 12 7 245 
American Wigeon 5 9 31 268 
American Black Duck 
Mallard 1073 1259 376 4 14741 3051 7230 177 
Northern Shoveler 2 6 
Northern Pintail cw 1 1 2 
Green-winged Teal 1 14 5 60 
Canvasback 101 
Redhead 189 
Ring-necked Duck 6 8 240 
Greater Scaup 72 
Lesser Scaup 5 1 272 
Bufflehead 3 2 310 
Common Goldeneye 36 37 6 24 7 37 165 
Hooded Merganser 4 1 4 
Common Merganser 26 1835 29 7 13999 141 
Red·breasted Merganser 1 20 1 
Ruddy Duck 1 2 17 
Duck sp. 
Northern Bobwhite cw 6 56 9 9 5 
Ring-necked Pheasant 4 3 3 19 3 2 33 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 14 8 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 92 36 29 
Wild Turkey 51 350 55 55 183 150 15 91 
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Gr White-fronted Goose 1 2 9 
Snow Goose 1 2 300 24,137 
Ross's Goose 7 
Cackling Goose 88 33 442 11 48 1,010 
Canada Goose 2945 2438 4948 2834 436 4028 44,637 
Trumpeter Swan cw 6 83 
Tundra Swan cw 3 
Wood Duck 41 
Gadwall 18 28 24 334 
American Wigeon 1 42 84 440 
American Black Duck 2 2 
Mallard 561 2065 7328 171 5253 2369 45,658 
Northern Shoveler 52 16 76 
Northern Pintail 2 16 16 38 
Green-winged Teal 6 119 22 227 
Canvasback 7 108 
Redhead 7 1 12 209 
Ring-necked Duck 8 51 1 52 366 
Greater Scaup 1 73 
Lesser Scaup 2 5 2 287 
Bufflehead 1 1 317 
Common Goldeneye 11 39 92 9 144 607 
Hooded Merganser 1 2 1 1 14 
Common Merganser 1 4 44 33 16,119 
Red-breasted Merganser 22 
Ruddy Duck 20 
Duck sp. 33 33 
Northern Bobwhite 7 1 93 
Ring-necked Pheasant 4 4 3 1 47 11 137 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 22 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 157 
Wild Turkey 59 103 62 76 42 45 1,337 
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Common Loon 1 
Pied· billed Grebe 1 3 
Horned Grebe 1 
Western Grebe 39 
Clark's Grebe 1 
Double-crested Cormorant 7 
American White Pelican cw 
Great Blue Heron 4 1 1 2 2 
Bald Eagle 56 2 23 1 81 5 241 36 
adult 1 51 3 33 
immature 21 2 13 
unspecified age 56 2 23 9 195 36 
Northern Harrier cw 12 cw 1 12 3 12 18 
Sharp-shinned Hawk cw 4 6 
Cooper's Hawk 3 1 3 2 2 6 
Accipiter sp. 2 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 44 48 14 3 99 21 53 35 
Ferruginous Hawk 1 
Roug h-Iegged Hawk 3 1 8 6 3 2 1 3 
Buteo sp. 13 
Virginia Rail 1 
American Coot 16 2 3 3201 
Killdeer 3 
Wilson's Snipe 1 14 
Bonaparte's Gull 17 
Ring-billed Gull 655 559 168 
California Gull 3 3 
Herring Gull 88 790 141 
Thayer's Gull 1 1 3 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 2 
Glaucous Gull 1 
Rock Pigeon 68 41 20 35 168 401 32 321 
Vol. 83 No.1 The Nebraska Bird Review 41 
2014-2015 Christmas Bird Count 
~ Cl.. '= 
'" en => c -"" a:: '" '" 
:0 ...J 
<5 :g -'= -'= ~ ;:; '" '-' '-' 1::0 c c 0 0 E 0 '-' 0 ::::; z z 0 Cl.. en I-
Common Loon 1 
Pied-billed Grebe 1 5 
Horned Grebe 1 
Western Grebe 1 40 
Clark's Grebe 1 
Double-crested Cormorant 7 
American White Pelican 
Great Blue Heron 2 1 2 1 1 1 18 
Bald Eagle 4 14 11 60 17 25 576 
adult 39 13 140 
immature 2 16 12 66 
unspecified age 2 14 11 5 17 370 
Northern Harrier 1 5 7 3 2 76 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 1 1 5 1 21 
Cooper's Hawk 3 3 1 3 27 
Accipiter sp. 1 4 
Red-tailed Hawk 53 50 25 104 22 23 594 
Ferruginous Hawk 4 1 6 
Rough-legged Hawk 5 5 12 9 58 
Buteo sp. 3 2 2 20 
Virginia Rail 1 
American Coot 43 8 24 2 210 3,509 
Killdeer 2 1 6 
Wilson's Snipe 3 18 
Bonaparte's Gull 17 
Ring-billed Gull 17 43 1,442 
California Gull 6 
Herring Gull 1 1,020 
Thayer's Gull 5 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 
Glaucous Gull 1 
Rock Pigeon 2693 1043 658 319 71 428 6,298 
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Eurasian Coliared·Dove 87 27 120 85 12 242 22 175 
White·winged Dove 
Mourning Dove 40 1 8 2 10 
Eastern Screech-Owl 7 2 2 2 12 2 
Great Horned Owl 3 12 27 4 2 3 6 
Barred Owl 2 5 7 
Long-eared Owl 4 
Short-eared Owl cw 1 
Medium owl sp (Asio sp) 1 
Belted Kingfisher 1 3 3 2 1 2 
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 44 64 7 56 7 22 9 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 3 2 
Downy Woodpecker 39 58 9 3 88 12 23 17 
Hairy Woodpecker 9 16 5 3 24 13 11 
Northern Flicker 57 81 10 2 13 53 67 45 
Red-shafted 1 3 2 8 
Red x Yellow-shafted 1 
Yellow-shafted 56 27 2 13 47 
unspecified 53 5 53 12 45 
Pileated Woodpecker 2 
American Kestrel 3 4 10 1 8 9 6 16 
Merlin 2 7 1 1 3 
Peregrine Falcon 
Prairie Falcon 1 1 
Large falcon sp 1 
Northern Shrike 2 6 7 1 1 1 2 
Blue Jay 70 95 8 2 87 45 11 23 
Black-billed Magpie 3 24 
American Crow 262 52 2337 14 94 20 22 4 
Horned Lark 327 340 140 686 978 
Black-capped Chickadee 52 55 10 9 203 7 15 11 
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Eurasian Collared-Dove 49 208 178 26 58 670 1,959 
White-winged Dove 3 3 
Mourning Dove 365 25 10 18 479 
Eastern Screech-Owl 5 4 36 
Great Horned Owl 6 25 3 4 95 
Barred Owl 1 2 1 18 
Long-eared Owl 2 6 
Short-eared Owl 1 2 
Medium owl sp (Asio sp) 1 
Belted Kingfisher 2 1 4 1 2 3 25 
Red-headed Woodpecker 58 59 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 65 30 6 112 26 448 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 1 10 
Downy Woodpecker 130 20 12 118 25 4 558 
Hairy Woodpecker 14 5 5 33 4 142 
Northern Flicker 64 34 14 26 18 20 504 
Red-shafted 2 1 6 23 
Red x Yellow-shafted 2 3 
Yellow-shafted 36 8 2 191 
unspecified 26 33 26 18 16 287 
Pi lea ted Woodpecker 4 6 
American Kestrel 6 17 9 20 1 27 137 
Merlin 1 15 
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 
Prairie Falcon 1 2 1 6 
Large falcon sp 1 
Northern Shrike 1 1 1 5 1 29 
Blue Jay 350 70 11 122 47 67 1,008 
Black-billed Magpie 1 2 7 37 
American Crow 109 1 53 56 4 3,028 
Horned Lark 20 70 1 191 2,753 
Black-capped Chickadee 180 73 9 163 92 15 894 
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Mountain Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 2 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 3 1 4 12 
White-breasted Nuthatch 53 67 8 2 55 15 26 15 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 2 6 4 2 3 3 8 
Winter Wren 1 3 1 2 
Marsh Wren 2 
Carolina Wren 1 1 1 2 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 14 10 2 3 4 3 20 
Eastern Bluebird 70 136 23 6 42 11 
Mountain Bluebird 5 
Townsend's Solitaire 1 2 11 
Hermit Thrush cw 1 2 
American Robin 1036 940 987 20 35 730 942 2553 
Northern Mockingbird 1 
Brown Thrasher 1 
European Starling 1812 1568 480 80 648 4682 344 5998 
Cedar Waxwing 246 233 9 61 86 73 120 
Lapland Longspur 1 18 232 231 
Snow Bunting cw 12 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 10 16 3 2 4 33 
Spotted Towhee 1 2 
American Tree Sparrow 210 425 357 65 1145 139 1509 228 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 1 
Fox Sparrow 1 2 1 1 
Song Sparrow 2 3 67 1 29 10 
Lincoln's Sparrow 3 1 
Swamp Sparrow 3 1 
White-throated Sparrow 7 7 12 1 2 
Harris's Sparrow 8 32 21 26 12 82 4 
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Mountain Chickadee 1 1 
Tufted Titmouse 22 24 
Red·breasted Nuthatch 1 4 16 1 8 50 
White-breasted Nuthatch 161 41 6 155 60 1 665 
Pygmy Nuthatch 4 4 
Brown Creeper 9 3 8 16 1 65 
Winter Wren 3 10 
Marsh Wren 1 3 
Carolina Wren 1 16 22 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 31 4 8 3 1 103 
Eastern Bluebird 68 95 39 490 
Mountain Bluebird 5 
Townsend's Solitaire 1 15 
Hermit Thrush 3 
American Robin 1325 88 156 130 54 313 9,309 
Northern Mockingbird 1 
Brown Thrasher 1 
European Starling 3665 9098 5023 2414 766 932 37,510 
Cedar Waxwing 74 108 72 358 13 1,453 
Lapland Longspur 10 492 
Snow Bunting 12 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 5 73 
Spotted Towhee 1 1 5 
American Tree Sparrow 303 442 92 591 332 59 5,897 
Chipping Sparrow 2 2 
Field Sparrow 1 
Fox Sparrow 1 6 
Song Sparrow 23 4 42 4 185 
Lincoln's Sparrow 6 cw 10 
Swamp Sparrow 1 5 
White-throated Sparrow 4 1 14 48 
Harris's Sparrow 8 3 58 11 265 
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White-crowned Sparrow 1 2 33 7 38 25 
Sparrow sp. 15 
Dark-eyed Junco 300 489 336 63 847 155 427 414 
Slate-colored 333 25 339 
Oregon 4 3 4 
Pink-sided 2 
White-winged 8 
Gray-headed 
unspecified subspecies 300 152 336 25 847 155 84 414 
Northern Cardinal 55 116 20 202 44 40 21 
Red-winged Blackbird 2124 79 30 404 9 444 14 
Western Meadowlark 3 31 3 cw 199 
Meadowlark sp. 19 39 246 246 68 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 
Rusty Blackbird 8 33 1 
Brewer's Blackbird 1 
Common Grackle 26 4 182 6 
Great-tailed Grackle 160 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 1 3 
blackbird sp. 198 
Baltimore Oriole 1 
Purple Finch 13 31 2 cw 
House Finch 78 76 70 2 8 90 73 92 
Common Redpoll 1 
Pine Siskin 3 1 2 42 
American Goldfinch 65 169 73 6 195 56 90 361 
House Sparrow 188 81 21 40 328 277 40 251 
TOTAL SPECIES 66 75 49 30 70 57 76 100 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 12,694 11,452 9,087 878 33,637 13,935 51,755 21,432 
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White-crowned Sparrow 6 11 8 22 254 407 
Sparrow sp. 15 
Dark-eyed Junco 638 405 139 725 122 324 5,384 
Slate-colored 305 133 62 1,197 
Oregon 2 5 38 56 
Pink-sided 1 6 9 
White-winged 8 
Gray-headed 1 1 
unspecified subspecies 331 405 725 122 217 4,113 
Northern Cardinal 177 47 13 149 35 919 
Red-winged Blackbird 125 360 6112 361 260 69 10,391 
Western Meadowlark 1 4 6 247 
Meadowlark sp. 21 29 668 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 
Rusty Blackbird 1 43 
Brewer's Blackbird 150 151 
Common Grackle 3 1 7 229 
Great-tailed Grackle cw 160 
Brown-headed Cowbird 10 2 10 27 
blackbird sp. 600 798 
Baltimore Oriole 1 
Purple Finch 10 5 7 68 
House Finch 252 25 53 25 4 106 954 
Common Redpoll 1 
Pine Siskin 34 1 cw 30 113 
American Goldfinch 308 165 107 265 212 51 2,123 
House Sparrow 900 1114 215 368 163 226 4,212 
TOTAL SPECIES 60 58 75 64 49 57 133 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 16,575 18,166 26,483 10,165 9,050 11,002 246,311 
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2014-2015 CBC Participants 
E· Jane Hollst Paula Hoppe, Rita Jensen, Jan Johnson, Richard Ames Larry memann, ' 
CI KI h
ake Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Ken 
Johnson, em ap , 
Shuster, Ruth Steams, Jerry Toll (13) 
Branched Oak-Seward Edward Allen,. Noah Arthur, .Anne Beaurivage, Eu~ene 
N Brott John Carlini Bonme Daenzer, Gil Daenzer, Kenny Oman, Brott, orma, , . 
L D
· n Larry Einemann Gene Faszholz, Boyd Gabel, Richard Gardner, Larry auren ma, '., .. 
Grothaus, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), VlrgmIa .H~ghes, Et?an Hut~on~ Delbe.rt 
Junge, Thomas Labedz, Daniel Leger, Don M~Klbbm, LaQUIta McKlbbm, IngrId 
M' how Mark Minchow, Don Paseka, Jams Paseka, Gary Roberts, Barbara 
Scl:;uer, 'Shari Schwartz, Ruth Steams, Tony Vrana, Sue Wickersham, Michael 
Willison (17 + 17 fecder watchers) 
Calamus-Loup Bctsy Bolli, Jesse Bolli, Kathi Gerten, Robert Gerten, Robin 
Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Marty Mathieson, Richard Mathieson, Lanny 
Randolph, Duane Wolff (10) 
Crawford Michael Willison (I) [Bruce Walgren, compiler] 
DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Myrna Brown, Adam Duresky, John Duresky, Linda 
Ferring, Jonas Grundman, Suzanne Gucciardo, Sylvia Hanson, Veronica Kelly, Clem 
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Veronica Mecko, Don Paseka, Janis 
Pascka, Brian Peterson, Kathleen Pyper, Sandy Reinken, Gary Roberts, Ken Shuster, 
Heidi Swanson, Jerry Toll (compiler), John Wupper (23) 
Grand Island Cathy Aubushon, Dorothy Aubushon, Gordon Backer, Faye Conlon, 
Tony Curtis, Jim Etherton, Robin Harding, Blake Hatfield, Bob Hausmann, Mary 
Ann Kaliney, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Steve Morris, 
Vicki Orr, Lanny Randolph, Patricia Smith, Vern Throop (18) 
Harlan County DeAnna Anderbery, Lauren Dinan, Jessica Edgar, Larry Einemann, 
Andrew Furman, Robin Harding, Joel Jorgensen (compiler), Marty Mathieson, 
Lanny Randolph, Ross SiIcock (10) 
Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Mike Carlson, 
Stephen Dinsmore (compiler), Sherry Erlewine, Luke Hamilton, Robin Harding, Bill 
Huntley, Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Kevin Murphy, Lanny Randolph, Al 
Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Ross SiIcock (15 + 19 feeder watchers) 
Lincoln Colleen Babcock, Elaine Bachel, Anita Breckbill, Mary Bomberger Brown, 
Linda R. Brown, Pat Cole, Lynn Darling, Barbara DiBernard, Rick Eades, Larry 
Einemann, Andrea Faas, Sue Guild, Phyllis Higley, Adam Hintz, Michelle Johnson, 
Jamie Kelley, Tim Knott, Tom Labedz, Dan Leger, Dwain Leonhardt, George Maly, 
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Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Katie McKinney, Bruce Mellberg, Bertha 
Mesarch, Rosalind Morris, Lana Novak, Linda Plock, Kevin Poague (compiler), 
Susan Quinn, Ken Reitan, Dave Rus, Jennifer Smith, Ruth Steams, April Stevenson, 
Barbara Straus, Moni Usasz, Jake Walker, Bruce Wendorff (40) 
Norfolk Branden Anderson, Kapri Anderson, Marc Bathke, Ed Brogie, Mark 
Brogie, David Heidt, Dee Jenkins, Layne Miller, Jean Rumsey, Gary Schuurmans, 
Austin Stewart, Paul Timm, Seth Totten, Matthew Walker, T. 1. Walker, Tom 
Walker, Duane Wolff (compiler) (17) 
North Platte Virginia Clark, Neal Feldman, Gregg Hoover, Rich Junker, Jim 
Petersen, Matthew Walker, T.1. Walker (compiler) (7) 
Omaha Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Elaine Bickham, Jessica Bickham, Mary 
Clausen, John Duresky, Robin Duresky, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), 
Suzanne Gucciardo, Sylvia Hanson, Lois Inskeep, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, 
Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Terry Lassek, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Brian 
Peterson, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Sandy Reinken, Al Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Justin 
Rink, Gary Roberts, Mary Jo Rome, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Jerry 
Toll, Ray Turkle, Pat Williams (34) 
Ponca Jessica Boschen, Vern Cummings, Teri Dolezal, Jeff Fields, Bill Huser 
(compiler), Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Sarah Paulos, Paul Roisen, Scott Schmidt, 
Jim Swenson, Linda Swenson, Rob Towler, Jerry VonEhwegen (14) 
Scottsbluff Kathy DeLara, Ann Duey, Donald Gentry, Meredyth Gentry, Alice 
Kenitz (compiler), Ed Newbury, Ruben Siegfried (7) 
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